
                     Teaching Notes
            Series: Making God Proud
                 The Dangers of Legalism

Main Text: Matthew 5:17-20
"Don't misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish
the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill
them. 18 I assure you, until heaven and earth disappear, even the
smallest detail of God's law will remain until its purpose is achieved.
19 So if you break the smallest commandment and teach others to
do the same, you will be the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But
anyone who obeys God's laws and teaches them will be great in the
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  20  "But  I  warn  you--  unless  you  obey  God
better than the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees do, you
can't enter the Kingdom of Heaven at all!

Why is Legalism so Dangerous? ...

First Danger: It ________________________ a relationship with
God for a set of rules.

Second  Danger:  Legalism  masquerades  as  _____________
spirituality.

Third Danger: Legalism cuts off people from _______________ .
Luke 13:10-17
“One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, he saw a
woman who had been crippled by an evil spirit. She had been bent
double  for  eighteen  years  and  was  unable  to  stand  up  straight.
When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are
healed of your sickness!"  Then he touched her, and instantly she
could stand straight. How she praised and thanked God!  

But the leader in charge of the synagogue was indignant that Jesus
had healed her on the Sabbath day. "There are six days of the week
for  working,"  he said  to  the  crowd.  "Come on those  days  to  be
healed, not on the Sabbath."  

But the Lord replied, "You hypocrite! You work on the Sabbath day!
Don't  you untie  your  ox  or  your  donkey from their  stalls  on  the
Sabbath and lead them out for water?  Wasn't it necessary for me,
even on the Sabbath day, to free this dear woman from the bondage
in which Satan has held her for eighteen years?"  This shamed his
enemies.  And all  the people  rejoiced at  the wonderful  things  he
did.”

When ___________ are primary, _____________ are secondary!

Fourth Danger: Legalism opposes the ________________ of God.



Fifth Danger: When people reject  _______________ they often
reject _____________ .
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